- 
F Ot > 


— ts 
pes , _ .\ % 
Ts 


L {| 4 2-0: ja 1 


; ﬀ a,  efP.- | of © | ; 
LASOME/ 
f 


MANACLES 
A Mad Prieſt: 


ANIMADVERSIONS 
O N | 


William TJameſon's Preface to a Book, 
lately Publiſhed by him, 


CALLED, 


Naztangent Querela. 


Dr. Burnet's Hiſtory of the Rights of Princes, 
Preface, page 44. 


were no revealed Religion in the World, than 
that Mankind ſhould, by its Influences, be fo 
vitiated, as to become more Barbarous and 
Cruel, than it would be, if atted by no higher 
Principles than thoſe are with which Nature 
inſpires Men. 
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SOME 


MANACLES 


FOR 


A Mad Prieſt, ec. 


" 
— 


To all the Unbyaſſed and Free-ſpirited Inhabi- 
tants of the Kjn2dom of Scotland. 


Friends, 

O you I muſt addreſs my ſelf, having to do with an 

'F Adverſary, who knoweth no limits to his licentious 

Pen, but Quicquid in buccam venerit, whatioever comes 

to his Noddle, if he but thinks it: can defame his Neighbour, 
torth it goes, never regarding whether true or falſe, 

1 hope there is no good Patrioc, but is at preſent, toge- 
ther with me, Lamenting the woful Condition of his Native 
Country, which hath, for ſome Years palt, groaned under 
the Hand of a juſtly provoked God, whoſe Anger is not yet 
turned away, but his Hand is ſtretched out fill : Yea, and 
the want cf Bread hath ſo far prevailed, tkat Parents have 
expoſed their Children, and Children their Parents, to die 
at their Neighbours Doors, without pity. Yet in the mean 
time, our C/ergy are feeding on the Fat, and cloathing them- 
ſelves with the Wooll, without fear; and living upon that 
which ( even after the Church began to degenerate ) was, 
by the Clergy themfelves, called The Patyimony of the Poor * 
See Dottor Burnet's Hiſtory of the Rights of Princes, Ge. 
from page 1 12, to page 145. 
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" 15 this a time, pray conſider, ( when Troteftants are Per- 
ſecutcd in France, in Savoy, and as our Letters bear, even in 
the Cantons of Switzerland ) for this wanton Scribbler to be 
widening Breaches at hume, and railing on all Proteftants, 
except his own Fraternity, as he hath now done in two Rooks 
ſucceffively ? Or is it not rather atime for Proteſtant Princes 
to look about them, and for the Inhabitants of this Nation 
co be humbling themſelves before the Lord, that he may 
avert his Judgments? In which the Clergy ought to have 
been Patterns to others. And our Author had certainly 
been better imployed, to have been Mourning in Sackcloth 
for his own, and the Sins of the Nation, than in writing 
Books, to beget Hatred and Animoſities among Friends and 
Neighbours, 

Philo Fudews tells us, © That Religion is the molt effeftual 
© Charm to procure Love ; and that the Worſhip of one 
£ an4 the ſame God, is the moſt Indiffolvable Bond of 
© Fricniſhip. But our Clergy have made it the only Make- 
bate, and the ground of Malice, yea, of capital Enmity, if 
there be but the moſt minute Difference from the Nati- 
onal Religion, though it be but in Circumſtances, or Modes 
of Worſhip. 

Now among theſe, who profeſs Chriſtianity, albeit ſume 
who hold all the Eflentials and Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriitian Faith, yet may be miſtakea in ſome Circumſtances, 


and may err in ſmaller Matters; are they therefore to be 


Perſecuted, Hated and Reproached ? No ſurely : Errantis 
pzna eft doceri, (t.c.) The Puniſhment due to him that 
erreth, is, to be Inſtrufted. And Seneca, in his Book De 
Ira, faith, Lib. 14+ * No wiſe Man ever hated him that 
* erred ; for if ſo, he mult neceſſarily ſometime hate him- 
* ſelf. He that js Ignorant ought not to be ill treated, or 
* accuſed; but it is fit he ſhould be inftrutted in that where- 
' of he is Ignorant. 

It very obſervable, how mildly Auguſtine dealt with the 
Alſanichees : * Let them rage againſt you ( ſaith be) who are 
* iguorant with what Labour and Sweat a Man finds out the 
© Truth, ( which is but one ) and how difficult it is to de- 
* clinz Errors, ( which are infinite.) Let them rage againſt 
* you, who know not how rare, aud how hard a matter, it 
* 15 to overcame all carnal Conceits, by the Serenity of a 
«* pure Mind. . Let chem rage againſt you, that apprehend _ 
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with what difficulty the Eye of onrinward Man is ſo ſtrength- 
enec, asto be able to behold the Beauty and Splendor of its 
own Sinn. Let them rage againſt you, who have not ex- 
perimentally learned how many Sighs and Groans it will 
coſt, before a Man can attain to the Knowledge of God in 
the leaſt Degree. Laſtly, let them rage againſt you, who 
can preſume that they are withour Errors themſelves: A; 
for me ( ſaith be ) I neither can nor dare. 

This is indced modeſt, and ſpeaks forth a Chriſtian $pi- 
rit, according to that of the Apoſtle, R:fcre ſuch an one in 
the Spirit of Meze* neſs, &c. Whereas our Religious Cuntro- 
verſies at this day breathe nothing but Hell, Death and De- 
ftruftion: And as one ſaid, 7he Opprobrious Name of Hete- 
tick, #s b c)'me as common among our Clergy, as Son of a 
Whore, i amongſt our Huffing G allants : Not that any of th:m 
pretend to Inf allibility more than Auguſtine did; yet they will 
impoſe their Creeds and Models of Diſcipline as Imperiouſly, 
en4 with as much Violence as the Pope doth bis. 

Sozomen reckons up nine Creeds made in a few Years ; 
And #Zilary, Biſhop of Poidiers, faith, We Decree every Tear 
of the Lord 4 new Creed, nay, every Change of the Moon our 
Faith u altered, &c. He concludes with ſaying, That the 
Chriſtians were torn in pieces by themſelves. 

The Changes I have ſeen in my time, from the Year 
1638, unto this preſent Year 1599. are ſo Notour, I need not 
recount them : I ſhall therefore inftance but one : Aﬀer 
the Indegendants had got into the Saddle, and Presbytery was 
_—_ low, They lowred and grudged, repenting what 
they had done againſt the King, and would fain have waſhed 
their hands of his Blood : Bur ſoon after, when Oliver hail 
ſet up himſelf ProteQtor, and had ſtruck in again with Preſ. 
bytery, and had allowed them their Tythes, which the little 
Parliament endeavoured to diſmount ; then the Pulpits rung 
with Encom:ums upon Oliver, he was nu leſs. than our Mo- 
ſes, our Foſhua, and his Son Richard our Solomon, reſerved 
from Blood, to build the Temple of the Lord : Neverthe- 
leſs, in a very little time after, allthis is huſhed, and a new 
Change comes in with King Charles the Second : And it is 
yet freſh in the memories of Men, how few of our Presby- 
terian Priefts ſtood firm. 

It is recorded, That when Queen Mery of Frgland died, 
there were One and Twenty Hundred of the Popiſh Clergy in 
A} Englmmd 
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England,who had entered into Orders,and that of all this vaſt 
number, there were but One Hundred and Twenty who 


ſtuck to their Principles when Queen FZlizabeth came to the 
Crown, 

Is it not to be preſumed, That the Inconſtancy of ſuch 
Changlings, is a great cauſe of the Atheiſm and Irreligion 
which now overflows the Land? 

Tf the Controverſies of this preſent Age were for mat- 
ters truly neceflary to Salvation, they were more tolerable; 
but it is manifeſt, that all the Particulars ia which Men 
differ, .who profeſs the Name of Chriſt, are in themſelves 
of no Conlequence, in reſpeCt to Salvation ; for as a late 
Writer ſaith, Jf it be temperately conſedered, there 1s not one 
particular, that if it had never been controverted, or ſo much 
as thought of, had been at all a prejudice to our following the 
true and plain Rules of Chriſtianity. Nor can the Belief, or 
di-Belicf, of any of thele diſputed Particulars ( betwixt 
the Preſoyterians and Epiſcopalians,) be reputed any part of 
the neceſlary Faith. 

As for us the People called Quakers, What bitter Inve- 
Rives, malicious Slanders and Reproaches, have we been 
lcaded with, by three Presbyterian Prieſts ſuccehvely, vizts 
Robert Macquar, Fohn Brown and William Fameſoz, their own 
Books bear Witneſs : What have we done to deſerve all 
this? What can they charge us with, either Blaſphemy 
againſt God, Treaſon againitt the King, or Immorality to- 
wards our Neighbours? No ſurely : All they can charge 
as with, is, That we cannot bclieve all that a Preſbyterian 
Prieſt ſaith, and are not willing to pin our Faith to another 
Man's fleeve: Ant to be ſhort, it is for Lutber's unpardon- 
able Crime, That we have opened our Mouths again{t the 
Amvition and Avarice of the Clergy, as he did againſt the 
Pope's Crown, and the Monk's Belles: For this we are 
much <xpoled. 

I ſhall add here a Note cf a Sermon, preached by Dr. 
Tillotſon, late Arch-Bithop of Camerbury, in his Sermon upon 
Luke 9. Chap. and verſe. 55,55, Hetellsus, * That our S$a- 
* viour came to diſcountenance all Fierceneſs, Rage and 
© Cruelty of Man, to reſtrain «that Furious and Unpeacea- 
© hle Spirit, which is lo troubleſome to the World, and is 
* the cavle of fo many Miſchiefs and Diſorders in it; He 
* came £0 Introduce @ Religigqn, which conſults not only 
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* the Eternal Salvation of Mens Souls, but alſo theic Tem- 


« poral Peace and Security, their Comfort and Happineſs 


* in-this World. For when once Religion comes to ſupplant 
« Moral Righteouſneſs, and to teach Men the ablurdeſt 
* things in the World ; to Lye for Truth, and Kill for God's 
© Sake 3 when it ſerves for no other cauſe, but to be a Rond 
* of Conſpiracy to inflame the '"Tempers of Men to a great- 
* er Fierceneſs, and to ſet a keener Edge upon their $pi- 
© rits, to make them ten times more the Children of 
© Wrath and Cruelty, than they were by Nature: Then 
© ſurely it loſes its Nature, and ceaſes to be Religion ; 
* for let a Man ſay worſe of Infidelity and Atheiſm if 
* he can, 

I intreat my Preſb)terian Country-men, that in calmneſs 
of Spirit, and in the cool of the Day, they may confider, 
and compare their own Practices, with theſe fore-cited Do- 
Arines, and ſee whether this Author, and their Champion, 
hath done more hurt to the cauſe, or benefit to himſelf, by 
ſuch a Rhapſody of Ranting. 

p I have cited ( for the moſt part ) Biſhops, for two Reas 
ons : 

Firſt, Becauſe the Preſbyterians pretend to be a more Pure 
and Pious People than they, and yet it ſeems to me, that 
the Charity of theſe Riſhops is a far more Excellent and 
Chrift-like Vertue, than all the Faith our Preſbyters pre- 
tend to; For let them have Faith to remove Mountains ; 
if they want that Charity which ſuffereth long, and is kind, 
envieth not, vaunteth not it ſelf, #s not puffed up, is not eaſily 
provoked : Beareth all things, indureth all things; They will 
be found but Sounding Cimbals and tinkling Braſs. Let 
them therefore betake themſelves to other methods, for 
certainly theſe will never do their buſineſs: They muſt 
be weak Men who will be ſcolded out of their Religion 3 
and afſuredly Force will never beget Faith. 

Secondly, Becauſe 1 know nothing ſo fit to reſtrain the 
extravagancies of a furious Preſbyter, as the Authority of a 
Biſhop ; and if our Authar had been ſubjetted co the Autho- 
rity of a prudent and moderate Overſeer, The World had 
never been troubled ( as himſelf words it) with fach 
Traſh. 
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The Arians wete the firſt that called in the Civil Power 
to their :ihftance againſt their Adverſaries, and that en- 
deavoured by Force, Stripes, Impriſoaments, and falſe Ac- 
cuſations, to draw ſuch anto themſelves, whom they could 
not win with ſtrength of Arguments; thereby ( ſaith 4- 
thansfius ) plainly declaring how little of Piety and true 
Devotion there was arnong the Profeſlors of that Dofrine. 
But as then, be that was born of the Fleſh perſecuted bim that 
was born of the Spirit, even ſo #« it now, Gal. 4. 29. 

What ye can gain upon the plain by Preaching, and 
the ſtrongeſt Arguments ye can produce from Scripture 
and ſound Reaſon, take it and welcome : But hencforth for. 
bear to uſe ſuch unworthy Methods, as have been con. 
demned by ſober Chriſtians in all Ages : As Gregory the 
Biſhop of Rome, Nova © [naudita eft iftq pradicatio que 
verberibus exigit fidem; J ſhall add, Contumeliis & Men- 
Aaciis. It is a new and unheard-of Manner of Preaching, 


which enforceth Faith by Stripes, Reproaches and Slanders. - 


And Grotius tells us, in the Preface to his Book, De Fure Bei, 
P-19. © That the School-Men furniſh us with great Examples 
* of Modeſty, whillt they contend among themſelves with 
* Reaſons and Arguments ; and not, as the Cuſtom now be- 
# gins, to deface our Books with .Reproaches, the ſpurious 
* Hue of weak and effemjnate Minds. 

| And now to his [ntroduFion. 

And, firſt, among other Favours 1 have done him be. 
fore ( though ill rewardetl ) I muft Methodize that part of 
his Introduttion which concerns me, thus ; 

Firff, He endeavours to Excuſe himſelf from writing. 
Secondly, He gives us the Reaſon of his Writing. Thirdly, 
He falls upon me, and my Book. And Fourthly, He dreams 
the Epiſcopal Party have helped me; for which he reſolres 
to be Revenzed of them. Of all which I ſhall take no- 
TICE. | 
To begin with his Excuſe, he faith, 7 cen truly ſay, 1 
an ſo far from loving a Salamandrake Life, the Line of Con- 
teniton or Contruverſie, for Comroverſoe's ſahp, as to pray ear- 
neftly, that all our inteft ine Heats and Strug glings may reſolve 
into that happy an1 lawful Striving, How each of us may 
pleaſe bim that hath called us unto Holineſs and Peace. And 
that th:re may be no Provocation, ſave wito Love and good 


Works, 
When 
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When I read this, I was awakened with ſome Expeta. 

tions, that the Man had repented of his former Follies, 
and that he had brought us now ſome healing Counſels ; 
at leaſt, that he would have been willing to allow us that 
Liberty at home, which his Brethren would be glad of 
abroad: But I found my ſelf quite fruſtrated, and that 
all this was but Paint and Hypocrilte ; and that I might 
ſay, as Queen Elizabeth ſaid of a Popilh Embaſladour, 
Jegatum expetavi, Heraldum inveni: 1 expefted an Embaſ- 
ſadour, but found a Herauld : Or as one of his own Bre. 
thren ſaid, *I expeted a Dove, with an Olive Branch in 
* his Mouth, but I have found a Snake, with a Sting in his 
*Tail. Nemo diu agit Hypocritam, None is long a Hypo- 
crite» Before you read a page or two, he will put off the 
Diſguiſe, and app-ar, in puris Naturdlibus, in his own Co- 
laurs. 

Doth he think that any Man, who hath read his two 
Books, will believe him? He ſaith, Ae loves not 4 Saulaman- 
drake Life. Why then hath he choſen it for near ten Years ? 
a Time ſufficient to have conſumed him to Aſhes, if he 
had not been a real Salamander : For in his laſt Book, he 
complains of the Primate, for refuſing him a Licenſe to 
Print it, and hath but now taken occaſton to revenge him- 
ſelf: So that having boiled ten Years in the Furnace of 
Contention, he now comes forth to yomit out his black 
Choler upon every Body he meets with, 

He ſaith, He leves not Controverſie for Controverſie's ſake, 
But if this had been true, he might have waſhed his 
Hands of one Controverite, before he had fouled his 
Fingers with another. He ſcems to be a Man of a great 
Mind, and eſteems the Quakers as too low and abjet Ad- 
rerſaries tor the Honour and Dignity of a Presbyter : There. 
fore hath engaged with the Epiſcopal Clergy : But I doubt 
that Incidit in Scillam cupiens evitare Charibdin ; He falls 
into Scyl/a, that ſeeks to fhun Charibdis. 

As to his Prayers for Holineſs and Peace, we have ſume 
Fround to doubt whether they be ſerious : Becauſe of an 
Obſerve of the oldeſt Men here, to wit, That Peace, Plenty 
and Pres ytery, were never yet contemporary in Scotland, 

He tells of Love an1 good Works : Let the Reader jadge 
whether he merits Love upon any other account, than the 


Obedience due to the Commands of our Lord Jeſus —_ 
is waio 
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who hath ſaid, Love your Pnemies, Bleſs them that Curſe 
you, 4nd do Good to them who Deſpitefully uſe you and Pey- 
ſecute you. As for Good Works, if Railing, Reviling, Slan- 
dering, and bearing Falſe Witneſs againſt his Neighbours, 
be his Good Works, I wiſh I may be preſerved from his 
evil Works. 

In the ſecond place he gives us the Cauſe of his Wri- 
ting in thele words: My main end is, only to diſabuſe my 
Proteſt ant Brethren, miſled by ſome who are ſo uncharitabJe 
4s to Un-Church and Demn the greater and better part of 
tbe Reformed; becauſe they imbrace not 4s Divine, that which 
at beft is but of Humane Device: And who thus conſpire 
with the mortal Enemies of all Proteſtants, againſt theſe of 
them, whom the common and inſatiable Adverſaries moſt im- 
placably bate ; for above all others, the Presbyterian Puri- 
tans, &c. 

If this be his End, he hath certainly taken unlucky 
Means to bring it about, One of his old Friends, a Hea- 
then Poet, tells us, T hat Charms may invite the Moon out 
of Heaven : But I never read that ſhe cared for barking. 
And therefore look to your ſeives, my Friends, whom he 
calls his Proteſtant Brethren; for in ſo venemous a Malice, 
Courteſle is always Fatal : If Scolding cannot do the buſi- 
nels, he bath in ſtore, Ratio ultims Clert, The Clergy's 
laſt Refuge ; and wants nothing but Power to enforce it. 

He calls Epiſcopacy, an Humane Drvice, and themſelves 
UOncharitable, beeauſe they Un-Church all who will not im- 
brace it as Divine. 

I always thought the Epiſcopal Party more Charitable 
( at leaſt in their Opinions ) than the Presbyterians. 1 
have cited ſeveral Biſhops already upon that Head, I ſhall 
now give him a Pope, to wit, Gregory the Great, in his 
Epiſtle to Paſchoſe, Biſhop of Naples: © Such as would, 
© with a ſincere Dehgn, draw over ( the Aliens from the 
* Chriſtian Religion) to the Orthodox Faith, muſt do ir 
© with gentle Methods, and not with Roughneſs, left ill 
© uſage drive away ſuch, whoſe Minds might have been 
* wrought upon by clean Reaſonings, And whoever will 
do otherwiſe, and under this pretence, will hinder any 
from their Cultomary Ways of Worſhip, it is evident there- 
by, that they follow their own Ends more than the Cauſe 


of God. T fhall intreat the Presbyterians in Edinbargh to 
| compare 
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compare this with their Prattiſes towards the People called 
Quakers, in violently keeping them out of their Mecting- 
Houte, in the Year 1697. 

As to Un-Churching, it ſeems our Auther muſt be itt 
acquaiated with the Dottrinesof his Brethren, the Itinerant 
Preachers ſent to the North ( vulgo, The Twenty Merk- 
Men ) whoſe common talk it was in the Pulpits, Thar the 
Goipel had not been preached there theſe Twenty Eight 
Years paſt, that is to ſay, all the time of Epiſcopacy : Now 
where the Goſpel isnat preached, no Chriſtian Church is, 
it being one of the Eflential Marks thereof; ſo that I may 
ſay with Beza, 

Cecus es ff Benam reprendus Sexte quid Ergo? 

Sanum Reprenſor debes habere Cay. 

Thou art blind thy ſelf, O Sextus, yet Reproaches Bezz 
therewith, But fure he {ould have a whole Head himſelf 
that reproves another. 

As for the Divine Authority of either of them, Tam 
little concerned ; nor do 1 intend to meddle in that Con- 
troverhe ; only, if eur Author can hew me, cither 
from Scripture or Antiquity, a General Cooncit of Preſby+ 
rers, intermixt with Ley-Elders, without a Biſhop among 
them 3 a Provincial Synod, and Preſbzers of the ſame kind, 
a Church-Seſhon couttituted of a Prieft and 1@ay-Elders has 
ving Juriſdition, not only to appoint Pennances ( ſuch as 
the Stool of Repentance ) but alla to impoſe upon Delm- 
quents pecunial Mul&ts, and to exatt them, and beſtow 
them at their Plealure: 1 ſhall acknowledge him better 
read in Scripture and Hiſtory, then 1 pretend to; tho” per- 
haps Thavebeen no leſs inquifitire than other Plowme:n 
have been. 

in the next place he Jaſmuates, That the Papifts molt 
implacably hate the Preſbyteraan Puritans, and wonld have 
them thoughe to be the molt irreconcilableto the Roman Do- 
&rinz,and onthis account, The prime Objetts of their Malice. 

I know no place jn £urope where Preſbyterian Puritens 
reade, but the Weſt of Scorland, and ſome part of the South, 
and I am certain they have 'been as little troubled with 
Papiſts, or Popiſh Perſecution, as any People in Emvop? 
have been : And as for Teeonciliation between them. it is 
no way to be expeed, becauſe they differ in their Forms 
of Government; the Papiſh being Monarchical, =_ Preſ- 
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ens Democratical, 2nd both of them claiming an abſo- 
tute unlimited Power, unatcountable to the Civil Mag|- 
ſtrate: But in many things they agree, to wit, Tyranny, 
Cruelty, Oc. 

I am now come to the third thing mentioned, wherein 
he falls upon me and my Book, which he calls, * A pre- 
* tended Anſwer to a part of a Book, wherein he had gi- 
© ven ſome further Diſcovery then had been already made, 
© of _ of the Impicties and ſelf-Contradiftions of that 
© Sect, 

This I have taken notice of before, as a great vanity 
in our Author, in preferring himſelf to his other Preſby- 
terian Brethcen 3 albeit he Fad adduced nothing new, but 
ſome Lyes of his own forging, and what he had taken 
from two noted Forgers, #tcks and Faldo, as I have for- 
merly told him. He calls it, A pretended Anſwer ; but all 
he hath done here, will hardly clear him of what is 
therein charged upon him, but it will lie at his door, till he 
be atleiſure to give it a more diſcreet Reply. 

In the next place he ſays, * He does not think that 
* my Book belongs all to one Parent. 

He ſhould have given us the reaſon of his thoughts, for 
he may think Black is White; and in this he muſt ſurely de- 
pend upon Tradition, whether it be ſo or not ; and I doubt 
not his Informers are Men of as little credit as himſelf, bur he 
hath heard none yet ſay, 

Hos ego verſpeulos, feci tulit alter bonores 

I wrote it, but another took the Praiſe. 

But more of this afterwards. 

Immediately afcer this, he giveth us a piece of rare tuff, 
thus; © } can ſay with the Prophet Feremiab, that I have 
© ſuffered rebuke for my God's ſake; and with Fob can 
* take mine Adverſary's Book on my Shoulder, and bind 
© itas a Crown to me, having received all along thorow't, 
© inſtead of a Conſutation, a moſt ſtrong Confirmation of 
* the Truth of the Dodrine I propugned. 

Would not a Man think that this had proceeded from a 
ſober humble ſelf-denying Perſon, one that can bear Injuries, 
is he had met with any ? 

But be not miſtaken, This is but a lucid interval, and 
you'll find him ſhortly as Mad asa Man can be ; and of all 
Perſons, a Mad Prieft is thought the moſt incurable ; I 
mult therefore add what follows, * You 
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© You ſhall fiad him ( ſaith be ) moſt frequeatly yielding 
the whole Controverſie, as alſo over-ſkipping the Mar- 
row of what I had adduced; and yet anon triumphing 
as if they had never in the lealt been guilty of ſuch 
dealings : You ſhall fiad that the moſt pardonable pieces 
of their Buok, is wild Gibberiſh, extravagant Raveries, 
meer Impertinencies, palpable Perverfions, loud Lyes, 
Hereftes, Blaſphemies ; and in a word, a Lump of Stuff 
ſo Atheiltical, that it proclaims the Authors neither to 
fear God, nor regard Man ; never to have conſulted Con- 
ſcience, nor to have remembred of future Judgment, or 
of the Account th& muſt give at the tremendous Tri- 
buaal of God : Yet all this is but what I expe&ed, and is 
not unwnrthy of theſe, who, with Satan's ſworn Slaves, rc- 
nounce their holy Baptiſm, and therewith whatſoever is con- 
« {titutive of a Chriſtian. 

Here you have a full Anſwer to my Bok, ſuch as it is: 
T told you before what you might expett. Could this Pal- 
try Stuff have proceeded, but from a Spirit grievoully ex- 
uicerated ? Could any thing but a raging Seca have calt up 
ſuch Mire and Nirt ? Could a good Tree bave born ſuch 
Fruit? Or a pure Fountain have ſent furth ſuch impure 
Streams? No ſurely : To rail in Religious Controverhes, is 
nauſeous any way ; but ro rail Rhetorically, and with a 
Jingle, is ſufficient to provoke a Vomit. What hath di- 
{tempered this poor Man? The King of France that loſt 
his Wits by the careleſneſs of a Page, that carried his 
Launce, and let it fall upon his Maſters Head, fo frighted 
him, that he never recovered his Wits again ; and what if 
che Plecig-Staff hath done our Author the lame trick ? It's 
evident the Man is Angry with me, and Anger is Madneſs, 
and as ſtrong in Force, though not in Courſe ſolong, And 
| defire you may take nutice what vaſt difference there is 
betwixt ſolid Reaſon, and furious Paſhon ; it ſeems that 
Machiavel his old Rule, hath great eftzem with him, 

Calumntare audatter aliquid adberebit. 

Throw Dirt enough, and ſome will ſtick. 

But 1 have one comfort, He hath been found to trip ſo 
often, that few will believe him ; For though an ill Man 
( asone laith ) cannot by praifing, confer Honour ; nor by 
reproaching, fix an Jgnominy 3 yet there is more in it, for at 
the ſame time that we imagine what is ſaid by fuch an Author 

| to 
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ko be falſe, we conceive the contrary to be true 3 and I can 
atlure him, that many as wiſe and learned Men as him- 
= have read that Pouk, and have given it no ſuch Cha- 
raſter. 

But before I difiet bis Aoſwer, I muſt tell you, That 
in my laſt, I (partly) an{wered a Fool in his Folly, leit 
he ſhould be wiſe in his own Eyes; but now I reſulre not to 
Aniwer a Fool in his Fully, left I ſbould be reputed, as great 
a Scold as he, which is a Charater no Man will covet, who 
regards his Fame. 

in the firſt place he compares his Patience to Fob's, and 
the Prophet Feremiab ; but. I rald you, This was but a lucid 
iaterval ; and he is nuw fallen into a perfe( Lycanthropie, 
his Diſcourſe being all turned into Howling, Yelling and 


Barking, without the leaſt veſtige uf Reaſon in it. 


I ſhall next take notice of his Ingratitude; he ſaith, That 
all along throughout, 1 bave given him a moſt ftrong Confir- 
mation of the Truth of the Dodtrive be propugned : Aud a lit- 
tle - "3M That 1 moſt frequently yield bim the whole Contro- 
verpe. 

Now conſider, What monſtrous Ingratitude is this ? Af- 
ter I had done him ſuch a favour, as to write twenty Sheets 
of Paper, as a moſt ſtrong Confirmation of his Book, as 
if 1 bad yielded bim the while C ontroverſie, to treat me as 
an Atheiſt, Heretick, Blaſphemer, fc. ſeems very wild- 
like ; But 'tis obſerved, that Mad-Men are moſt Furious 
againſt their Friends and Bencfafors : But if this be the 
bett reward he beſtows, I think few Men will be curious to 
do him a good Office, And yet when he takes leiſure to 
cool his thoughts, he may find that the Evil and Reproach 
he prepared for me, returns upon himſelf; and then, Quz 
ſFot vequam cut bonus? He that's falſe to himſelf, To whom 
is hetrue? For if my Book be a Confirmation of his, and 
a granting of the whole Controverſie, then undoubtedly 
his Book muſt. be of the ſame Grain, and a piece of the 
ſame Stuff ; and if my Book be a lump of Atheiftical Stuff 
( yet a Confirmation of his Book) he cannot deny his to 


be Atheiſtical, Blaſphemous, Heretical, Gc. Secing he ſays, 


I yield bim the whole Controverfie, and ſo have net oppoſed him : 
It is evident he is the firſt Atheiſt, the firſt Heretick, the 
firſt Blaſphemer, 6c. if any ſuch thing were true of my Book: 
But Frgus Lates in Generalibus : Deceit Lurks in Generals : 
An 


And he hath not adventured to prove his Libel, either by 
Inſtances, or by relieving one of his own baffled Arguments, 
or touching one of mine. 

But immediately he becomes as Serious as it is poſlible 
for a Mad Man, and tells us, * The Book proclaims the Au- 
* thor neither to Fear God, nor Regard Man, never to 
© have conſulted Conſcience, or remembred of future Judg- 
* ment, or of the Account they muſt give at the Tremen- 
« dous Tribunal of God, Here he leaves off his Banter a 
little, and gives ns Cant for it. But how can he reprove 
others, who hath let the Sun go down upon his Wrath 
Three hundred times at leaſt, and hath ſo long given 
place to the Devil, and now caſts up ſuch Foam ? Let him 
not teach the Laws of God, while he hates to be Re- 
formed; and learn to bridle his Tongue, before he be 
eſteemed Religious. But how can he talk to us now of 2 
future Judgment, when in his laſt Book he acculed os, as 
down-right Sadduces? But it ſeemeth, either he bath for- 
gotten himſelf, or he hath better Thoughts of us now : 
And 1 know not wheuw I have him, or when 1 want him. 
He tells of conſulting Conſcience; in this he is no leſs incon- 
ſiſteat with himſelf ; for he calls Conſcience a Natural 
Thing; and they teach that our whole Nature is corrupted. 
How thea ſhall we conſult Corrupt Nature ? But I doubt 
our Author hath conſulted it too much in the writing of 
both his Books; otherwiſe he had not given ſo much way 
to his unruly Paſſion as he hath done. 

But now he will rank us among Witches, ſaying Who 
with Satan's (worn Slaves, renounce their holy Baptiſm, and 
therewith whatſoever is conflitutive of a Chriſtians. 

Behold how far Inveterate Malice and Revenge will tran- 
ſport a Man! He hath been juſt now talking of the Tre- 
mendous Tribunal of God, and anon falls inzo a mad Fit 
again, Did he, or any Man elſe, ever know a Quaker to 
Renounce his Baptiſm? Or is this Language fat for a Preſ- 
byter, who denies Baptiſm to be neceffary to Salvation ? 
For Proof whereof, I ſhall cite no private Authority, but 
that moſt Famous Aflembly, held at Glaſgow, in the Year 
1638. AS Se. 17. Decemb. 1628. Number 4- *Which 
* Atts and Cenſures make manifeſt, that our Kirk abhorred 
* whatſoever foſtered the Opinion of the neceſlity of Bap=- 
* tilm, and giving of the Sacrament, as a iaicum, Thus 
the General Aſlembly. 
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But, leſt our Author ſhould ſay, 1 yield him the Cor- 
troverſte here, I aflert, That the true Chriſtian Baptiſm is 
abſolutely neceſlary to Salvation : And 1 heartily wiſh, 
that 1, and all good Chriſtians, may keep to what is ne- 
ceſlary, and neither be Superſtitious, nor ſeek to Superer- 
rogate. 

And now, being weary of him, I ſhall give him this 
ſober Reply to what he hath ſaid. And Firft, ( though 
he always writ in the Plural Number) I ature him, he 
hath to do with no Man in the World, but my ſelf. And 
Secondly, That none of my Acquaintance will believe him, 
than 1 am an Atheiſt, either Speculative or Pratticalz and 
I bleſs my God, I have the Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
ence to boot. Thirdly, As for Blaſphemy, the Lord (who 
knows my Heart ) knows, I abhor any thing that hath a 
tendency that way z and as he hath hitherto preſerved me 
from Blaſpheming his Holy Name, cither by Word or 
Writ, 1 truſt in his Mercy, that ke will continue ſo to do, 
while he allows me a Day upon the Earth. Fourthly, As 
to Hereſie, I can truly ſay, with a good Man, Frrare poſ- 
ſum Hareticus eſe nolo, 1 may be miftaken, 1 may err, I 
am not Infallible ; but I will not be a Heretick. And 
Zaftly, As to Gibderlſh, Raveries, Impertinencies, &c. an 
Adverſary can be no competent Judge, being a Party, and 
that very Malicious, So 1 nope my Country-Men (to 
whom TI addreſs my ſelf) will give him no credit. till he 
bring better Evidence, than his dogmatical and unchari- 
table Ipſe dixit, ( he faith it.) But a Reproach will run, 
when a Juſt Vindication can ſcarce creep. If it were not 
the Intereſt of thoſe Men ro render us odious, we might 
be eſteemed good Chriſtians by their Hearers, and even 
by ſome of themſelves. But the ſafeſt way to take away 
our Lives, is to render us Abominable; and it is no leſs 
advantage to the Clergy, to repreſent us Wicked, than it is 
ſor us to be really Pious: Their Advantage being out- 
ward, ours inward. To conclude, this Man hath no Cha- 
rity for any that bear the Name Chrifian, but his own 
Brotherhood, and prepares War for all the World befide. 
He is fick of Malice and rooted Envy, and therefore 1 
will give him a Pill; and 1 hope he will digeft it the bet- 
ter, becauſe it comes from a Brother of his own, Thus : 
* The Goſfel isa Meſſage of Peace, from the God of Peace 
. by 
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* by the Prince of Peace, to the Sons of Peace; which Geſ- 
* pel breathes nothing but healing Counſels ; drops down 
* the balmy Dews of Gentleneſs, Meekneſs, Patience, Long- 
* ſuffering, Charity: $0 that, Aut hoe non eſt Evangelium, 
aut vos non eſtis , Evangelici, Either Charity is not Goſpe], 
or our Authvr is an Infidel, - 
I am now come to a piece of Ruff, ſo impertinent to his 
purpoſe, as he might have been aſhamed to bring it forth, 
And thus he begins : For 4 further Confirmation whereof, bear 
the Quakers themſelves, who are now ſplit into FaQioms; 10 wit, 
Keithians 4x4 Foxonians, Ve. And then he, goes on with 
Citations, of, He ſaid This,and the other ſaid That, and in the 
end fings his Te Deum, as if he bad now undoubtely don': 


' his. buſaneſs. . 


* But 1 ſhall ask this great Boaſter two or three Queſtior*, 
and then let him make the beſt of it he can: Firf, Was the 
Reſormation the worſe, that the Reformers (plit among then- 
ſelves? And that Zuther called Calvin a Devil ? Secondly 
Was the Presbyterign Cauſe the worſe, that hey ſplit amonſ 
themſelves, and brought forth the Independents * Who caller 
them a Synegogue of Satan ; and their Synods and Presbyte- 
ries Inquiſition Courts, and themſelves Tyrants, and turned 
them out of Government,which was the moſt grievous Morti- 
fication they could have met with ; having been for ſo long 4 
time Lords over, not only the Souls, but the Bodies and E- 
ſtates of the Nation ? Thirdly, Was the Presbyterian Cauſe 
the worſe, that Fames Sharp ( once as Famous among them, 
as ever George Keith was among 1s) not only deſerted them, 
and ſpoke againſt them, but aflifted in making Laws, and 
putting them in Execution againſt them ? Or was their Cauſ2 
the better, that they murdered him for his pains? Which G. 
XK. neither feareth from us, nor ſhall ever have cauſe. It 
is needleſs to mention the many latter Schiſms among Preſ- 
byrers, not yet fully cemented ; though the beftowing ſuch 
fat Benefices, as Liberton, hath much conduced to ſtop the 
Mouths of ſome of them. Was there ever a Church with, 
out ſome ſuch things? Was there not once a prond Presb;tey 
at Alexandris, who got more Followers than there are Pur. 
$4n Presbyters ( as he words it ) in the World, and yet was 
at laſt found to be a Blaſphemous Heretick ? fn ſhort, let 
our Author grant ſq much tg the Papiffs, That Unity is an 
Miential Mark of the true Church, and that all the ,Puritan 
B Prexbyter; 


Pyesbyters in the World are at perfe Unity ; and then he 
may tune his Organs. And withal, remember that the Te- 
ſtimony of an Adverſary is no good Evidence. 

And now Iam come to the Fourth thing I mentioned ; to 
wit, his Dream, That ſome of the Epifcopal Clergy have belp- 
ed me: In Revenge whereof ( it ſeems) he hath written 
his Second Book : But we have a common Saying, That 


- Dreams are contrary. And moreover, the Sufferings of the 


Epiſcopal Clergy are ſufficient, without any Addition upon 
my Account. 

And therefore I do heartily affure all my Country-Men, 
That there is no Man in the World accellory to the writing 
er compoſing of one Sentence of that Book, but my ſelf; 
and therefore I ſhall tell mine Adverſary, and his Brethren, 
Ego adſum qui feci in me Convertite Penas, -O Clerici, Here 
I am, the Author ; turn your Malice againſt me, O ye 
Prieſts. 

Having thns cleared others, T ſhall take notice of his 
own Inconſiftencies: And Firſt, he faith, 7 cannot think my 
Plow-Man to be the ſole Author of the Book, And why, I 
pray thee? If it be ſuch a piece as thou haſt lately repre- 
ſented it, ſure a very mean Perſon might be the Author 
ef it: Could not a Plow-Man have written wild Gibberiſh, 
extravagant Raveries? &c. And yer it mult be thought 
the Work of an Fpiſcopsl Miniſter, of no mean Rank, If 
this looks not like Gibberiſh, let the Reader Judge, 

But why doth he call me his Plow-Wan ? I doubt, if 
ever he yet attained ro the Honour of having a Plow-Man 
of his own. And I mnſt tell him, that I have read of ſome 
very honourable Plow-Men, ſuch as M. F. Camilus, and 
Titus Quintus Concinnatus 3 and when he flights a Plow- 
Man, he ſhould remember Eliſhz. But you ſhall have a 
more full Specimen of his Arrogancy herealter. 

The next Tale he tells us, is very worthy ſuch an Au- 
thor. 1t's true (ſaith he ) they hate a Protefants, and 
chiefly Presbyterians. This is ſo far from being True, that 
it is a very groſs Falſhood. Many honeſt Proteſtants love 
us, and are convinced that we love them : Which both 
have been made evident, by mutual good Offices. And 
becauſe that though he ſpeaks ia the Plural Number, yet 
intends only me, as being the Author of the Book; I 


ſhall therefore aflure him, 1 am at Peace with all dan- 
Iacly 
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kind, and am ſo far from Hating him ( notwithſtanding his 
injurious dealing ) that if 1 ſaw him in Diftreſs, T would ad- 
venture my Perſon to help him ; and beſide, if T hated all 
Proteſtants, Imuft neceflarily hate my ſelf, who am a Pro- 
teftant; and it were no ſmall advantage for our Author to 
be as free from ſelf-Love, as I am from ſelf-Hatred. This 
foul Charge hath been- intended to render us odious, but ] 
hope no honeft Proteſtant will believe it. _ h 

He faith, 1have ſtudied to blacken Preſbytery ; but he is 
miſtaken; for-Ihad neither a mind, nor room enough to 
depaint it in ies true black Colours, which I could have dane 
to pnrpole, having felt the ſmart of it, whereof I retain 
the ſenfe to this day ; and his Tongue will ceaſe in his Head, 
and Hands fail him, before he can wafh off the black Spots 
it left behind it fince the laft Rebellion. 

He talks next of Palliating Quakeriſm ; but he might have 
remembredſo much of his Latire, as Feritas xon querit au- 
gulas : Truth ſeeks neither Cloaks nor Corners ; And all 
his endeavours. to Palliate Preſbytery, and its Praftices, 
after the Year 1638. will be found but a narrow cover- 
—_- ww 4 

He tells us, He finds in many places only Libels larded 
with Ly?s, Calumnies and Reproaches, Fc. I told him be- 
fore, that Degeit Lurks in Generals; but he hath not the 
Candor to Inftance one of them : This may paſs with cre- 
dutous Fops, and fuch Novices as our Author 3 but with 
Men of Senſe, who were Witnelſles to the Tranſattions of 
thoſe times, they are well known to be (ad Truths, 

Next heobſerves ( and would be eſteemed' obſervant for 
ſodoing) * A warmth or kindneſs for thoſe of the Epiſcopal 
© Principles, and in a word ( ſays he) mnch of the Book 
* breathes forth another Species of Malignancy, peculiar ta 
* the Author of Preſbytery's Trial, &c. 6/4 

I thought the nick-Names of Malignant and Round-head, 
had been forgotten ; but we ſee what lies at the bottom : 
What if 1 have a kindneſs for fome of the Sufferers among, 
the Epiſcopal Party ? 1s Sympathy with Sufferers a Sin 3 El- 
pecially when they Saffer for Conſcience ſake? I can tell 
our Author, that I oth pitied and prayed for the Preſbyteri- 
ans when they were Sufferers, and am ſorry they ſhould 
now fo far forget themſelvesasto become Peſecutors. And 
as for the word Malignancy, I acknowledge 1 dg.not we 

B 2 underſtan 
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underſtand it, and perhaps neither doth our Author him- 
ſelf; but as it 15 generally taken 3 I cannot deny but that I 
always preferred Order to Confuſton ; and I yet think that 
the City of Athens was better geverned by one King, than 
by Thirty Tyrants: And likewiſe, that Fourteen Biſhops 
were a more tolerable Grievance to the Kingdom, than a 
Thouſand Preſbyterian Popes» Thele are my own Senti- 
ments, and I defire they may be charged upon no Man 
but my ſelf, I ſhall yet add another, to wit, I am for 
the Doftrine of Non-Reſeſtance, chiefly in Religious Mat- 
od And now let him call me Malignant, or worſe if he 
pleaſe. | 

He tells us next of Zeylin, L' Eftrange, Romanifts, Hierar- 
chicks, Papaturians, &c. Theſe are hard and uncooth words, 
but they are underſtood; but heneeded not the half of this; 
the chief diflerence betwixt Papiſts and Preſbyterians, being 
that the latter are the more merciful Executioners ; and in 
lieu of the Papiſts Racks, Tortures, Fire and Faggot, the 
Preſbyterians may perhaps allow Axes and Halters to make 
more quick diſpatch: And ſeeing both are Wolves, the 
Pre ſbyterians are ſo kind, they defire none to worry us 
but themſelves ; and you may eaſily perceive what an 
eager deſire our Author hath to bite, by his wild Grin- 
Ninge 

And left our Author ſhould ſay, This is a blackening of 
Preſbyterians without Proof, I ſhall proceed to compare 
them, The Papiſs ſince the beginning of the Thirteenth 
Century, have always prattifed Burnings, and other ſuch 
like Cruelties: And all Princes poye been required by the 
Authority of Getieral Councils, to root out Hereticks out of 
their Dominions, under the pains of Excommunication, De- 
poſicion, and giving away their Dominions to others: And 
the Popiſh Biſhops, at their Conſecration, are obliged by 
Oath, that they ſhall Oppoſe and Perſecute Hereticks to 
the utmoſt of their Power : * Hence ( ſays Dr. Burnet ) 
* no Popiſh Prince or Magiſtrate can be blamed for Cru- 
* elty, lv much as for being of ſo Crucl a Religion, where- 
« of Perſecution is a part, aud that expreſly by the fourth 
© Lateran Counſel. 

New that Preſbytery is nothing ſhort of this, ſee the S0- 
lema League and Covenant, Art. 2. Where they Swear 
with thejr Handslifted up to the molt high God, that che 
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ſhall without reſpe&t of Perſons, endeavour the Extirpati- 
on of Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm, &c. 

So let my Country-Men Compare and Judge Impartially, 
whether a Prefbyterian,qus talis (as ſuch) be not as much obli- 
ed to Pecſecute, asa Papilt, and that it is a part of the one 
Religion, as well as of the other; remembring, that not 
only all Subje&s were iaforced to Swear this Oath, but even 
the King himſelf. 

In the next place h- becomes Labeone Inſanior, even as 

Mad as a Man can bz, and that upon his former Dream, 
that ſome of the Epiſcopal Clergy have joyned with me : 
Lo he cries ont, * Strange | Can they not uphold their Hi- 
« erarchy, unleſs they thus ſtudy to undecmine Chriltianity, 
© and joyn with its deadly Enemies; and that too, wich 
ſuch Varlets of them, whoſe Brutiſhneſs, and Moliſh De - 
ſpicableneſs, as was the good Fortune of .Aſop's Als, are 
their only Security, and ſets them too low for any Man 
to notice them. I am alſo informed ( ſaith he ) that 
the pretended Author uſed to have molt cloſe. and fre» 
quent Converſe with an Epiſcopal Miniſter of no mean 
Rank, 9c. 
Here, as I told you before, you have the Man U puris 
Naturalibus (in his own Natural Colours ) he Stamps and 
Tears, and $wells as big as JEſop's Frog, and all upen a 
falſe Suppoſition, which 1 have anſwered before, I hope, 
to the Satisfaftion of unbyaſled Men : Butthe Pride of this 
Man is intollerable ; he calls us Varlets, this word hath two 
Significations, to wit, Slave or Vallal ; For the firſt, We 
are obliged to Chriſtianity, there being no Slaves among 
Chriſtians : And a Vaſſal is, He who holds Lards of a Su- 
periour, of which kind I acknowledge my ſelf to be one ; and 
the beſt Men in the Nation hold their Lands either of the 
King, or ſome Inferior Superiour ; For 1 know no Free- 
holders, but Beggars and Prieſts. 

He ſaith, My Moliſh Deſpicableneſs bath ſet me too low for 
any Man to notice me ( for it's me alone he hath to deal with ) 
but how Deſpicable ſuever he may eſteem me, he might 
have ſpared the word Moliſp ; ſeeing ( 1 thank God ) he 
hath a much greiter affinity to the Moles than I; And if 
I be teo low for any Max to notice me; It ſeems he muſt be a 
Bruit for his pains, 
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B 2 Nevertheleſs, 


Nevertheleſs, ſeeing the Competition comes betwixt him 
and me, Thope my Readers will excuſe me to be a little Jo- 
cund with him, having beer ſo long time Serious with a Mad- 
Man; and now let us compare. We” FS f 

If there be ſuch a vaſt Inequality, it muft be either in 
our Birth, oor Breeding, our Perſons, or our Parts. For 
the firit, 1 am not good at reckoning Genealogies, and the 
Laird of Cromarty is now dead, who perhaps could have help- 
ed me ; and Iam content the matter be referred to King 
Fames the Sixth, who was perhaps as well [kilied in Heraul- 
dy as either of us. 


This King had an Axiom, that Omnia Nomina deſinentia in 
Son, ſuat Carlativi generss preter Robertſon : All Names en- 
ding in Sor, are of a Baſe or Carliſh kind, except Robertſon : 
Sd here I have the better of him, till he produce better Au- 
thority- | | 

Secondly, As to our Breeding, our Author confef{eth in 


his laſt Book, that his was Fl:zemoſynary 3 and I tell him, 


mine was Free : I ſtand obliged to no Man for jt, but 
my Father : And as for my Maſter Andrew Cant, Junior, 
He was Inferior to few in the Nation for Humane Li- 
terature. 

- Thirdly, As to our Perſons, I bleſs my God, I can ſay, 
F(# mibi Mens ſana in Corpore Sano ©. 1 have a ſound Mind, 
in a ſound Body: Neither of which I think our Author 
can boalt of, 

And, Fourthly, Our Parts, of which neither he nor 1 
are competent Judges, but muſt come under the cognizance 
of the wide World: And this ſhall ſuffice for his Proud and 
Arrogant Banter. | | 

= Ant! now, whereas he tells us, that I had cloſe and fre- 
quent Converſe with an Epiſcopal Minifter of ngd- mean 
Rank. EN 

- I mult tell him, this Difcourſe of his is very. Incoherent ; 
for if he was a Minifter of no mean Rank, How comes he 
29 he acceflary tothe publiſhing a Book, whoſe moſt tolle- 
rable pieces,” are wild Sibberifh, extravagant. Raveries, (Fc. 
Certainly, let any fenfrble Man take this whole Diſcourſe as 


it lies, and hemuſt 'conclude' this Miniſter (if there were 


ſarh a Man'iy rerum” Natuye Y to Have been Either. a meer 
fonor emits, or 4 great Cheat; for if he intended to affiit 
me, and had been a Man of no mean Rank, he could 
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net have permitted me to have publiſhed ſuch Ruff, as our 
Author repreſents it to be. And if he was a Cheat to me, 
and did it defignedly, then ſure he deſerves more thanks 
from our Author, and more kind uſage : $o that, take the 
matter how you will, our Author hath writ Non-ſenſe. He 
tells us, he was informed ; but he ſhould not be ſo Credulous, 
as to blaſt Men's Reputations upon ſuch falſe Surmiſes, left 
he be called in queſtion for it : The Epiſcopal Party is not 
yet ſo low, buc they may reſent [nch Injuries. Therg is 
no new thing under the Sun; that which hath been, may 
bez and our Author may yet live to hear of a Change ; 
and though he ſhould not, yet it is hard dealing, to crow 
over Men when under Affliction. 

I ſhall now adviſe my Presbyterian Country-Men, to 
come to a ſober Mind, and ſtop this rude and crude Scrib- 
ler : And having got the Poſſeſſion of the Pomp and the Pelf, 
fit down quiet with it, and ſuffer other Chriſtians and Prote- 
ſtants to live at Peace, befide you : Remembering the old 
Verſe, 

Sed Tacitus paſci fi poſſut Coruus haberet, 
Plus dapis © Rixe multo minus invidieque. 

If the Raven would quietly feed, he mighr have more 
Food, and leſs Envy and Strife with it. 

And to let you ſee huw little Service this Man's Book 
is like to do yon, I ſhall ſet down a few Remarks I made 
upon it. 

My Firff Remark (hall be, That in his Introdution, he 
would ſeem to flatter the Church of Fngland; and yet in 
page 107, and 108. ſpeaking of the ſame Church, he ſays, 
Is not that Kingdom where Prelacy is of moſt account, filled 
with the moſ# idle, naughty and profane Clergy-Men that arc 
to be found, at leaft in the Protefftant World. 

Secondly, After he hath tugged hard, to prove a Parity 
between Church-Officers ; he may expett to do his buſineſs, 
Ad Calendas Graces (or never.) For had our Author lived 
to ſee Presbytery in its true Yortex ( or height) it would 
have made his Head giddy to behold it. - If there was 
but one Pragmatick Fellow in a Presbytery, he was ſure to 
lead all his fellow Presbyterians by the Noſe; or in a Pro- 
vincial Synod, two or three ſuch, made all the reft Ciphers; 
and if there happen'd a Competition, then followed Fafti- 


ons and Confution; each advancing his Intereſt, to get a 
| B 4 Plurality 
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Plurality of Votes: Concerning which, Dr. Burnet ſays, 
The Majority of all Societies is apt #0 be corrupted. 'So we 
cannot long kope for much Order, where the Majar Vorc 
determines'every thing. And I hare ſeen a Presbyter, to 
wit, Andrew Cant, Semior, have more Authority, and Rule 
more Jmperiouſly in the Dioceſs of Aberdzen, than ever 1 
law any Biſhop there. 
* For, Firft, Both Parties claim the Scriptures, and ſome- 
times the ſame Texts, and they have-not yet agreed upon 
a judge. $o it 'may be ſaid, Quis Litem banc dirimet nifs 
veniat alt:y Elias: Except another Eltas come, and bring 
down E:re from Heaven, the Controverſie cannot be de- 
cided, | 

And leſt our Author ſhould here ſay, IT have widened 
the Breach, and made a Reconciliation Impra{icable, 1 
ſhall propoſe a Midi ; and if neither Party thank me for it; 
J'll do it Gratis. Pos Fei 
” Their Difference is chiefly about the Interpretation of 
Scriptures, Which relates to Church-Officers : T ſhall not 
ſend them to the Pope, but to a famous Proteſtant,. yea, a 
Calviniff, Peter Martyr, Loci Communes, Page 31. There he 
tzl}s them, © That without the Spirit, no Mancan underſtand 
* the true and genuine Senſe of the Scriptures. - Where he 
* citeth many Scriptures for that effe&; as, My Sheep bear 
© myVaice: The Natural Man doth not perceive the things of 
* God, &:c. The Anninting ſhall teach you all things, &c. 

But he ſtarts one Objettion thus 1 * Dixerint aliqui, verz 
* quidem ſunt hac at nos Spiritu d:tituti ſumus : Some will 
* ſay, Theſe things are indeed true, hut we are deltitute of 
* the Syirit, + To whom ( faith he ) I ſhall reply: If ye be 
void of the Spirit, how dare ye call your ſelves Chriſtians ? 
Whereas Paul to the Romans teacheth, That bh; who bath. 
not the Spirit of Chriſt, 'is nome of bis. And a little af- 
ter, * But in the mean time, this I atfirm, That there is no- 
* true Chriſtian, to whom (o little of this Spirit is granted, 
« but that he is able to draw forth and judge, out of tne holy, 


. 


IF Wy 


, © Scriptures, what-things are neceflary to Salvation. 


Now, 4f-your Ccntroverſtes be abont things neceſlary to 
54lvationg here is a way to reconcile yon 3 and if: not ne- 
ceflary to' Salvation, I pray do not trouble the World ſo 
much about them. -'' + : | | 
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And Secondly, All Proteſtants lay claim to the Fathers of 
the firſt three Centuries: and our Author hath loaded, if not 
loathed, us with Citations: Yet in the end, page 165. He 
tells us, * They were like others, ſubje&t to Humane Weak- 
«£ neſs and Corruption ; tell into Complyance witi: the grows 
« ing Errors; into immoderate Heat, Prevarication, and 
* Self-Repugnancy, and Negligence to ſearch for the Scrip- 
© tures'their meaning. And then he nameth St-phex, and 
Cyprian, Epiphanus, and Theophilus, and even #icrom, the 
great Presbytercian Father, and Ruffinus; he adds, Not to 
name others; * In all which, ſays he, it is apparent, how 
© little they believed one anotker, and how many of them 
© prevaricated in Favour of thcir particular Fancies. 

In the next page, he falls upon Fuftin Mert;r, and Cle- 
mens Alexandrinus, and Optetus : He tells us thateFuſfin Martyr 
endeavoured to perſwade the Gentil:s, that all Mankind 
were Partakers of Chrift, becauſe they were Partakers of 
Reaſon; and Chriſt is called Logos, which allo lignifies Rea- 
ſon. He alſo falls upon Origen, M-thodius, and again upon 
Hierom, not: ſparing Augnfine 3 who ( he ſaith ) ſometimes 
commends and praiſes ſeveral unſcriptural Ceremonies. 

Thus you ſee how he hath dealt with the Fathers; ſo that 
they cannot be Judges. And ſo his whole Book Lands in a 
Nihll ſequitur, Nothing follows. 

Here you bave the Fruit of all the Anthor's Labours ; 
and that he hath-left the matter no leſs uncertain, than when 
he ſet Pen to Paper. 

- But he hath adduced one Argument wholly Evaſive of E. 
piſcopacy (as he words it ) And take it thus; 

'He cites his old Friend Homer, the blind Poet, for the 
ſ1gnification of the Name Biſhop, calling it a Name of La- 
bour and Travel, and not of Honour and Dignity : Whereas the 
Name Presbyter #ruly imports Rule and Honour, And a little 
after, Not 4 Title above Presbyter, but rather uſed by way of 
Diminution and Qualification of the Power implied by the Name 
Presbyter, - 

To this I ſhall only ſay, That if our Author can perſwade 
the Clergy of Scotland, that there is more Rule, Honour and 
Dignity ( which always implies, Wealth to maintain it ) to 
be had by being a Presbyter,' than by being a Biſbcp, he thall 
do his butineſs more effettually, than by writing an Hundred 
ſuch pieces as his Nazianzeni Querela, £ Yorum Fufftum, as 
he calls his Book. My 
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My Third Remark ſhall be this, He is offended with thoſe 
that charge the Presbyterians with Anti- monarchical Principles. 
But 1 mult te! him, That now a-days Men's Principles are 
not ſo much looked upon as their Prattices ; becauſe many 
times Men of his Station are like Water-Men, who look one 
way, and row another : He labours to juftifie them with one 
Hand, and caſts all down with the other. "T0 

The Presbyteriens have had to do only with Four Kings of 
Scotland, fince they were a People; and how our Author 
hath treared them, you ſhall hear. In page 13. he faith, 
King James the Sixth rarely minded to keep wbas be promi- 
ſed, &c. And 2 little after, King James bis Prevaricating, 
Temporifing, Promiſing and Conſenting, #9 what he never meant 
ro fhand longer than by Force he ſbould be able to undo them, 
And again, Neither made h? any Bonds to obtrude upon this 
K inedom, Inquiſition-like, High Commiſſion Courts, without any 
Law, or Afts of Parliament. 

Hereby he makes King Fames the Sixth, a Traytor and 
a Tyrant; much like Bradſhaw to _ Charles the Firſt, 
upon whom he falls next, ſaying, Theſe his fteps were trodden 
by his Smeceſſor, &c. Thereby confirming all that Bradſhaw 
faid. 
And when he comes to King Charles the Second, he ſaith, 
The Aſſociates were at leaſt v0 be excuſed and pitied, ſceing 
they not only bad freſh Memory of the ſcarce paralleled Deal- 
ing of the preceding Reign, but alſo perceived evident Specimens 
* « trange Genius in the Succeſſor. Whence they might col- 


"left, how ſad and terrible things might be feared from 


him, G&c. As for King Fames the Seventh, it is well known 
what a flattering Addreſs he received from the Scots Preſ. 
byterians, and how little good Will they meant him. 

And now, by our Author's Praftices, let Men judge of his 
Principles; and whether it be ſuitable Language for a Man 
of Monarchick Principles: Do his Brethren think that this 
will ve ſavoury Language in the Ears of King William, or 
that he will be pleaſed to have the Sepulchres of his Royal 
Progenitors digged up by ſuch a Pedant, and their Names ex- 
poſed to ſuch Tgnominious and Reproachful Infamy 2 Well, 
let him pretend Scripcure for his Rule, and I will make it 
mine really ; to wit, Sp:ak not Evil of the King, &c. 


I have 
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I have yet one Remark, aud it is this, He undertakes ta 

car the Preſbyteriazs of the conſequents of the Year 1638. 
alledging for their Defence, That in their League with 
England, they neither belieyed that the Engliſh drove ſuch 
ends as afterwards appeared, nor did they fore-ſee the diſe 
mal Alterations which enſued ; Otherwiſe ( ſaith he ) they 
bod certainly never joyned with #he Engliſh, or done ought of 
that kmd. 
- Now Imuft confeſs, this is the firſt Preſbyterian I ever 
met with, guilty of ſo much Ingenuity, as to condemn the 
Solemn League and Covenant; but T told you in my laſt, 
I thought him a Mongrel; and I wonder how his Rrethren 
ſuffered him to publiſh this. For Firf, It concludesall the 
General Allembly, as well Prieſts as Lay-Elders, to have 
been a company of Cox-combs, without Fore-fight or Un- 
deritanding of the Charge that lay upon them ; but this is 
little, if the Eftates of the Nation had not been concern- 
ed: This will-need an A& of the General Afﬀetnbly to 
Confarm it, before it be believed to be the common Senti- 
ments of the Preſbyterians. And Secondly, It condemns all 
the Sufferers, who have ftuck to it, ſince the Engliſh ends 
were diſcovered, 

But I have one thing more totellour Author of the Year 
16 3, 

Fefore that Year, the Kingdom of Scotland was in a moſt 
flouriſhing Condition, having not only abundance of all 
things neceſſary for Humane Life: But there was ſo much 
Honeſty, Fidelity, Brotherly-Love, and an entire Confi- 
dence in one another, that it was rare to hear of a Man to 
break his Word; Money was lent without Ronds, and a 
Cheat was abhorred and ſpurned at. But after the Af/ſem- 
bly,held that year at Glaſgow, had once proclaim'd War with 
Heaven, and had takenupon them, ot rather uſurped, that 
Papal Anti-chriftian Power, of diſpenfing with the Obliga- 
tion of Oaths, as may be ſeen, A. Seff. 13. December +5. 
16293, From that day may we date the Epocha of our Mi- 
ſeries; for fince that time hath this Nation been in a decli- 
ning Condition as to outward things; and not only ſo, bat 
as if the Iron Age had then fieſt appeared among us; we 
may ſay with the Poet ———Fugere pudor vernmque Fideſque 
in qurum ſubiere Locum, Fraudeſy, =_ Inſidiaq; &@ vis 
et Amor  Sceleratue habevdi : Faith, Truth and Shame flet 

away, 
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away, and in their place ſucceeded, Fraud, Deceit, Conſpi- 
racies, Violence, and wicked Covetouſneſs: No Truft, no 
Fidelity, and he was accounted the Wiſeft Man, that could 
moſt handſomly Intrap and Cheat his Neigihour; but (which 
abore all is to be lamented) Perjury is become ſo common, 
that it is thought no Sin, bat is openly avowed, and Men are 
not aſhamed to take contrary Oaths 3; becauſe of which, this 
poor Land hath mourned, and as yet mourneth ; but I ſhall 
ceaſe to meddle in that matter any further, left 1 may happily 
get both Parties about mine Ears, and then have not 1 made 
a fair Bargain on it? 

Only I cannot omit his frequent and diſdainful repetiti- 
ons of the word #ierarchy ; this word doth fignifie, a Sacred 
Principality, in Scripture, called, 4 Royal Prieſthood, or 
Kings and Priefts. Now if our Author think this Name 
of Holy Principality due to the Epiſcopal Clergy, he muſt 
certainly be an unholy Man that oppoſeth it : And if not due, 
Why doth he not tell his Reader ſo much ? But he is to be 
excuſed, not being compes Mentis. 

If my Presbyterian Country- Men would do themſelves 
and the World fo much Juſtice, as to Try, Search and Exa- 
mine the Principles of that People, called in Scorn Quakers, 
and not take them upon truft from their Teachers (whoſe 
Intereſt it is ts miſ-repreſent them) they could not 
miſs to have better thoughts of them, Other Men of 
Learning and Probity have done ſo, and have confeiled 
to the Trath in many things, ſome whereof 1 ſhall here 
inſert. 

Dofor Henry Moore : Scripta Philoſophica, p. 748. 

* Fatendum eft, &c. Engliſhed thus : 

* It muſt be confeſſed, that they (to wit, the Quakers ) 
* have ariſen much above the Dilpenſation of Familiſm, &c. 
© If they all hold the ſame Faith with Robert Barclay, Wil- 
© liam Pemn and George Kzith; for while Familiſm is a certain 
© Infidelity or Incredulity about a Future Life, and the Hi- 
* ſtory of a Saviour : William Penn,in his Book,call'd No Croſs, 
* No Crown, (o preſſeth the Argument concerning a Future 
* Life, and the Blefied Immortality of the Soul, that thou 
© canft ſcarce fall upon any Author that inculcates that mat- 
©. ter with greater Zeal and Vohemency of Spirit. But that 
* we may paſs by William Pemand G. XK, concerning whom, 


© Edoubt not but they firmly believe a future Life ; let us' 


6 hear 
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* Hear KR. Barclay, what he ſaith in his Apolegy, Þ. 34. But we 
* £ ry he ) from our Hearts rejet the Hee of Apollina- 
© ris, who denyed Chriff to beve bad & Soul, but only « Body 
© ated by the Divinity; as alſo, tbe Error of Entiches, wbo 
© would bave the Humane Nature altogether ſwallowed by the 
* Divinity; For as we believe him to beve been a true and 
© real Man, ſo we believe him thus to remain, as yet in the 
Heavens, glorified in Body as well as in Soul; by wbom God 
ſhall Fudge the World in the laſt day of Fudgment : But he 
who believeth Chriſt to be glorified in Heaven, both in 
Body and Soul, him indeed I cannot fuſpe& of Increduli- 
ty concerning the Immortality of our Souls ; and lo much 
the leſs, becauſe in another place, he ſeems to tell his 
Mind in that matter ſincerely, p. 137. Where ſpeaking of 
the ſecret Influences of Divine Joy and Life, wherewith 
they are watered in their inward Silence and Retirements, 
he faith, This is a fore taſt of that ſenſsble Fruition, which 
the Saints daily enjoy, in Heaven, which God often indulgeth 
to bis Children for their Comfort and Encouragement, eſpesi- 
ally when they are gathered together to wait upon him. Theſe 
few words ( which the Stints daily Exjoy ) isindeed a full 
and expreſs Profethon of the Immortality of the Soul. 
And as to the Hiftory of Chrift, he writeth very plainly 
thus, in p. 85. As we believe all theſe things which are writ- 
ten in the Holy Scriptures, concerning the Conception, Birth, 
Miracles, Paſſon, Death, Reſurre&ion and Aſoenſm of Chrift, 
0 bave been truly and really Tranſafted ; ſo we believe all 
Men are obliged to believe them, tro whom God brings tbe 
Knowledge of them : Tea, we think, the unbelief of ro 
. be damnable, if any Man ſhould not believe theſe things, be= 
ing brought to bis K nowledge ; becauſe the Divine Seed doth 
encline him ſo to believe; And albeit, it doth not reveal to 
every Alan the External and Explicite Knowledge of mee 
things ; yet it always afſents to the Truth when it is detla- 
red. Which words ( laith Henry Adore ) are truly-Gol- 
© den, and a true Touch-ſtone of the pure Gold : And a lit» 
tle after, he ſaith, * ----I donot a little rejoice, that my fore- 
* fight hath noc altogether deceived me, which 1 publiſh- 
© ed ſome Years ago; to wit, That ſuch of them who did 
* continue ja the Serious and Sincere Defire of that Know- 
* ledge which tendeth to Life and Piety, ſhould come at laft 
© fafe unto Jeſus Chrift, that great Shepherd and Biſhop of 
© our Souls, Behold 
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Behold how vaſt a difference there is, betwixt a\Candid 
and lmpartial Inquiry in this learned Mag, and a furious and 
prejudicate Bigotry in our Author. O | 
 Andasto lus gdifdainful 7ſhmacliziſh mocking and Nlighting 
of us, as ſo conteraptible : He may ſee what thuugbts more 
moderate Spirits haxe. of us ( even of our Enemies } ſee 
Norrs his Book of the Light within, Þ. 32. 

* And ( as to the inconſiderableneſs of the Perſwaſtun } 
* I cannot think Quekeriſm to be ſa, as the Principles of it 
* are laid down and managed by Mr. Zarclay. That great 
© and general Contergpt they he under, does not binder 
* me from thinking the Sect of the Quakers to be far the 
* molt caoſiderable of any that divide from us ; in caſe 
* the Quakeriſm that js generally held, be the Game with 
* that. .which Mr. Zgrclay hath delivered to the World 
* for ſuch: Whom I take tov be ſo great a Man, that I 
, 1796 to you freely, 1 had rather ingage againft one 
' | + i: Hardings and Stapletons, than with 

OUE 5.4 . | | 

I ſhall add but agatber, Foſeph Glanvil, his Eflay $. pag. 


29. + Iconfels the proud and faotaſtick Pretences of many 


* of the conceited felancholifts in this Age, to Divine-Com- 
, non have prejudged divers intelligent Perſons againſt 
* the Belief of any fugh bappy Vouchfafement. So that they 
* Lqnciude the NoKcine of Immediate Communion - with 
* the Deity io this'Life, to be but. a high-flawn Notian.of 
* warm Imaginatiop, and over-luſcious Self-Flattery : * And 
* Iackgowledge I baye my ſelf had thoughts of this Nature, 
* (uppoſing Commynigu with God to be nothing elſe but the 


© Exerciſe of Vertue, and that Peace, and thole Comforts, - 


* which naturally re(vlt from it. | | 
* But 1.haxe configered fince, that God's more near and 
; unpediate, Imparting Himiclf to the Soul, that is prepa- 


that Happineſs, by Divine Love, Humility and - 


* Rebgnation, in the way of a vital Touch and Senfe, is a 
* thing poſſible in it ſelf, and will be a great part of our 
* Heaven: That ,Glory is begun in- Grace 3 and God is 
* pleaked to give ſome excellent Souls the happy Anti-pafſt. 
* Ibatholy Men in ancient times, have fought and gloried 
* in. this lajoyment, and never complained -{o.forely, as when 
l £96 with beld gnd interrupted : And the Expreſſions of 
© Kxipture are ipfmitely this way ; and\th&heft of Modern 
£ 
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* Good Men do, from their own Experience, atteſt it, That 
© this Spiritualizeth Religion, and renders its Enjoyments 
* more Comfortable and Delicious, Oc. 

And a little after, he faith, © I conſidered theſe weighty 
* Things, and wondered at the Careleſneſs and Prejudice 
* of Thoughts, that occafion'd my ſuſpe&ing the reality of 
* ſo Glorious a Priviledge, 1 faw how little reaſon there 
* 1s in denying Matters of Inward Senſe ; becauſe our ſelves 
* do not feel them, or cannot form an Apprehenſion of them 
$ jn our Minds, 

* And upon the whole, I believe infinitely, that the Di 
«© vine Spirit affords its Senſible Preſence, and Beatifick 
© Touch, to ſome rare Souls, who are diveſted of Carnal 
« Self, and Mundane Pleaſures, abſtratted from the Body by 
© Prayer and holy Meditation, Spiritual in their De- 
* fires, and Calm in their Aﬀe@ions, Devout Lovers of 
: Gon on Vertue, and tenderly AﬀeQtionate to all the 
* World. 

O that my Country-Men, of the Presbyterian Perſwaſion, 
would conſider what a loſs they are at, by doting upon 
Trifles, and running fiercely in the ways of Se&, being 
lifted up in the Apprehenfion of the Glorious Prerogatives 
of themſelves and their Party, and ſcarring at ll the 
World befides! While they may fee other Men, no leſs Wiſe 
and Learned than themſelves, ( after a ſerious Enquiry ) 
confeſs their Miſtakes, and acknowledge theſe Blefled Truths, 
for which we are hated and derided. 

And now, ſeeing our Author begins with a Biſhop, I 
hope he will allow me to end with one, &c. Dottor 
Burnet's Preface to the Hiſtory of the Rights of Princes, 
page 49. © Men are not Maſters of their own Perſwaſftons, 
* and cannot change their Thoughts as they pleaſe: He 
* that believes any thing concerning Religion, cannot turn 
© as the Prince commands him, or accommodate himſelf 
* to the Law, or his preſent Jintereſts ; unleſs he arrive 
* at that Pitch of Atheiſm, as to look on Religion only 
* as a Matter of Policy, and an Engine for Civil Govern- 
© ment. If the Sentiments of Humanity and good Nature 
* be thus defaced, it is no wonder if thoſe of Juſtice and 
* Fidelity are of no great force, 
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I ſball in} fine earneſtly Intreat my Antagoniſts, That 
if they write any thing more againit me, that they 
will- not tuff their Books with ſcurrilous Reproaches, ma- 
licious and bitter Sarcaſms, which Grotixs calls the ſpuri- 
ous Iflue of weak and efteminate Spirits ; þut write can- 
didly, not charging us with Lyes and Slanders. Bring 
forth your ſtrong Arguments, from Scripture and ſound 
Reaſon; and if the Lord ſhall be pleaſed to continue me 
in Life and Health, T will promiſe you a ſuitable Return, 
(thorow his Aſſiftance ) and am truly 


Tour Well-wiſher; 


johp Robertſon: 


FINT5: 


_— Oe RY oe wo We ym — 


